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FOR SCICOUN FROM ZOOK 

1. PLEASE INFORM INTERKOSMOS SOONEST THAT NASA PLANS ON 
MONDAY, MAY 16 TO RELEASE FOLLOWING ANNOUNCEMENT ON 
CONCLUSION OF SHUTTLE-SALYUT AGREEMENT, WHICH CAME INTO 
EFFECT MAY 11 WITH SIGNING BY ACADEMY PRESIDENT ALEKSANDROV 
(REFTEL): 

2. BEGIN TEXT: NASA AND THE U.S.S.R. ACADEMY OE SCIENCES 
HAVE AGREED ON FURTHER COOPERATION IN THE AREA OF MANNED 
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SPACE FLIGHT. 

THE AGREEMENT WAS SIGNED MAY 6, 1977, BY DR. ALAN M. 

LOVELACE, ACTING ADMINISTRATOR OF NASA, AND MAY 11, 1977, 

BY ANATOLY P. ALEKSANDROV, THE PRESIDENT OF THE ACADEMY OF 
SCIENCES OF THE SOVIET UNION. 
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THE AGREEMENT IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE CONTINUITY OF THE 
JOINT TECHNICAL, SCIENTIFIC AND OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY 
DEVELOPED THROUGH THE HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL APOLLO-SOYUZ 
RENDEZVOUS AND DOCKING MISSION CONDUCTED IN JULY 1975. 
THREE JOINT WORKING GROUPS WILL PREPARE RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR TWO NEW PROGRAMS, ONE DEALING WITH ORBITAL MANNED 
FLIGHT ACTIVITIES AND THE OTHER WITH A POSSIBLE FUTURE 
INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION. 

THE FIRST WORKING GROUP WILL BEGIN STUDIES SOON ON SCIEN- 
TIFIC AND APPLICATIONS PROGRAMS THAT MAY BE CONDUCTED IN 
JOINT OPERATIONS OF THE AMERICAN SPACE SHUTTLE AND THE 
SOVIET SALYUT SPACE STATION IN THE EARLY I980S. A SECOND 
WORKING GROUP SIMULTANEOUSLY WILL DEVELOP PLANS FOR THESE 
JOINT OPERATIONS. 

THE TWO WORKING GROUPS WILL SEEK TO DEFINE PROJECTS WHICH 
MIGHT BENEFIT FROM THE FLEXIBLE DELIVERY CAPABILITY 
AND LARGE CAPACITY OF THE AMERICAN SPACE SHUTTLE AND THE 
CAPABILITY FOR LONGER STAY-TIME IN ORBIT REPRESENTED BY 
THE SOVIET SALYUT. THE EMPHASIS WILL BE ON A "SCIENCE 
FIRST" PROGRAM WHICH WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE CAPA- 
BILITIES AND FULLY JUSTIFY THE CONTEMPLATED JOINT OPERA- 
TION. 

IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE STUDIES OF THE SHUTTLE/SALYUT 
PROGRAM WILL BE COMPLETED WITHIN 18 TO 24 MONTHS, PRODUCING 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION BY BOTH SIDES. 
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THE AGREEMENT ALSO ESTABLISHES A THIRD JOINT WORKING GROUP 
WHOSE TASK WILL BE TO CONDUCT A SERIES OF PHASED 
STUDIES OF AN INTERNATIONAL SPACE PLATFORM, OR STATION. 

IF SUCH STUDIES DEVELOP CONSENSUS ON THE OBJECTIVES OF 
FUTURE SPACE STATIONS, FURTHER STUDIES WOULD BE UNDERTAKEN 
TO EXPLORE POSSIBLE AGREEMENT ON THE CONCEPTUAL DESIGN OF 
THE STATIONS. 

NEITHER SIDE IS COMMITTED TO STEPS BEYOND THE INITIAL 
STUDIES AND EACH RESERVES THE RIGHT TO PROCEED WITH ITS 
INDEPENDENT NATIONAL SPACE STATION INTERESTS. THE 
AGREEMENT DOES, HOWEVER, RAISE THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE 
TWO SIDES MAY BE ABLE TO CONCERT THEIR SPACE STATION 
INTERESTS IN SOME DEGREE, THEREBY OFFERING POTENTIAL 
ECONOMIES AND EFFICIENCIES. END TEXT. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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